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France. Advised by Cardinal Richelieu, he refused to make
her any allowance unless she would return to Floience. But
Marie's pride rebelled against becoming a meie appanage
of the Tuscan court after having been Queen Reirent of
France, and nothing would induce her to accede to this, ho
she took refuge in Holland. After many hardships (torn \\unl
of any resources, and a fruitless visit to England in i<v;t> to
her son-in-law Charles I and her daughtei Henrietta Maria,
she retired in great poverty to Antwerp, her children being
all either unwilling or unable to make her any allowance
Soon, however, she was requested by the authorities to leave
Antwerp, and then migrated to Cologne, where the painter
Rubens, who had often been employed by her when she was
Queen of France,20 gave her a house to live in. There after
many sufferings she died in 1642 in absolute destitution, it is
said in a hayloft.

Cosimo II was the last of the Medici to be a banker. Soon
after ascending the throne he abandoned the piactice of
private trading, closed the family bank with its branches in
various capitals, and discontinued all commerce on his own
account, considering that the practice was derogatory to a
reigning sovereign, as well as harmful to the trade of the
country. The step considerably reduced the income of the
family, but their immense wealth made this of less conse-
quence.

In 1614, when Cosimo was four-and-twenty, and had been
reigning for five years, all his life was changed in consequence
of a severe illness, the result of an attack of malignant fever,
and from this time forward he became a confirmed invalid.
This permanent ill-health forced him to give but little atten-
tion to State affairs, which had its effect on the country, in-
ducing a general apathy in public matters, under which the
prosperity of the country declined; and it might have had
more serious results had it not been Cosimo's good fortune
to reign during a time when Europe was at peace, and when